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Tweet 
alters story 
about why 
Trump 
fired Flynn 


BY CHRISTINA CARON 
New York Times 


A tweet from the account of 
President Donald Trump said 
Saturday that he had fired his 
former national security ad- 
viser, Michael Flynn, who 
pleaded guilty the day before 
in connection with the Russia 
investigation, “because he 
lied to the vice president and 
the FBI.” 

While the president had 
previously said Flynn had 
been dismissed for having 
lied to Vice President Mike 
Pence about his interactions 
with the Russian ambassador, 
the remark on Twitter on 
Saturday was the first time he 
had said the firing was also 
related to Flynn’s false state- 
ments to the FBI. 

Some read the tweet to 
mean that Trump was now 
admitting that he had known 
of Flynn’s misstatements to 
the FBI at the time he fired 
him in February. But it was 
unclear what the president 
meant. 

The Washington Post on 
Saturday afternoon reported 
that the tweet was authored 
by Trump’s personal lawyer, 
John Dowd, according to two 
people familiar with the sit- 
uation. If Dowd authored the 
tweet, that could limit its 
salience to the investigation, 
but the White House still 
hadn’t publicly corrected 
anything as of Saturday eve- 
ning. 

James Comey, the former 
FBI director, has said Trump 
asked him in February to drop 
the bureau’s investigation 
into Flynn. If Trump had 
known at the time that Flynn 
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What does Flynn's plea deal mean for 
the probe of Donald Trump? 2A 
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Folsom High beat St. 
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this decade. 1C 


Few hurdles remain 
for GOP’s tax plan 
after Senate passage 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Congressional Republicans, 
buoyed by the Senate’s approval 
early Saturday of a landmark 
tax overhaul, expressed confi- 
dence that final legislation 
would be sent to President Don- 
ald Trump by the end of this 


month. 

While the tax bills approved 
by the House and the Senate 
diverge in significant ways, the 
same forces that rocketed the 
measures to passage appear 
likely to bond Republicans in 
the two chambers as they work 
to hash out the differences. 

Republicans passed their 
sweeping tax overhaul through 
the Senate just before 2 a.m. 
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e What to look for as tax bill heads for 
finish line. 4A 

e Hasty, hand-scribbled tax bill sets off an 
outcry. 14A 

e What Senate and House must reconcile to 
pass measure. 15A 


Saturday, two weeks after the 
House passed its own measure. 
The Senate vote was 51-49, with 


every Republican but one - Sen. 
Bob Corker of Tennessee - in 
favor. Senate leaders locked 
down the necessary votes Fri- 
day with little drama, after mak- 
ing concessions to a handful of 
wavering Republicans. 

The plan to cut taxes by near- 
ly $1.5 trillion has flown through 
Congress in the month since a 
bill was introduced in the 
House, with Republicans united 
in their belief in the economic 
power of tax cuts and desperate 
for a legislative victory to ap- 
pease restless campaign donors 
and base supporters. 

During a news conference 
after the Senate vote, the major- 
ity leader, Sen. Mitch McCon- 
nell, R-Ky., expressed little 
doubt that a consensus plan 
would soon become law after a 
conference committee resolved 
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Irene Achondo stands in her backyard with her -year-old retriever Nellie near Executive Airport on Friday in Sacramento. Achondo has lived 
near the closed Mangan Gun Range for 55 years, and high levels of lead were found in her yard. The city of Sacramento told her in November 
that it will not clean the soil from her yard and argued the lead did not come from the toxic gun range. 


City won't clean lead-tainted 
lawns near gun range, claiming 
nearby airport is to blame 


BY RYAN LILLIS 
rlillis@sacbee.com 


he city of Sacramento 

is refusing to remove 

lead-contaminated soil 

from residential yards 
near a shuttered city gun range, 
blaming high levels of lead 
instead on small-engine air- 
planes landing and taking off 
from nearby Sacramento Exec- 
utive Airport. 


In separate letters to Mangan 
Park residents and the Sacra- 
mento County Environmental 
Management Department, city 
officials said leaded fuel used 
by aircraft was the likely cause 
of elevated lead levels found 
outside 15 homes near the 
James G. Mangan Rifle and 
Pistol range. The airport, which 
borders working-class neigh- 
borhoods south of Fruitridge 
Road, was listed among the 
highest emitters of lead of any 


airport in the nation in a 2008 
report by the federal Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 

The city’s claims run afoul of 
the county’s environmental 
watchdog, which has led the 
cleanup response since The 
Sacramento Bee reported that 
high levels of lead were found 
inside and outside the range last 
year. The county has ordered 
the city to develop a plan for 
cleaning lawns near the toxic 
gun range where a ventilation 


system sent unfiltered air into 
the environment. 

Sacramento County officials 
said in a statement to The Bee 
that the city has provided no 
scientific evidence directly 
linking the airport to the elevat- 
ed lead levels discovered in the 
neighborhood and threatened 
“enforcement action against the 
city regarding the hazardous 
waste lead release at James 
Mangan Park.” The county 
operates the airport. 

The city closed the range in 
December 2014 after years of 
tests showed high levels of lead 
dust inside the building. Lead 
contamination is considered a 
common risk in enclosed firing 
ranges, a byproduct of toxic 
vapor and dust generated by 
firing ammunition. 
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CACHE CREEK ™ CASINO RESORT 


Cache Creek Casino Resort is committed to responsible gaming. For help call 800-GAMBLER. Must be 21 to gamble. cachecreek.com 
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